
30th November, 2025 
The paper-version Service 

To Begin: Find a Bible and a comfortable place. If safe, light 

a candle and read prayerfully through the service. If you 

have access to worship music, choose a song and listen to 

it as you begin or read, or even sing, the song from this 

Sunday’s Service.     

Opening Prayer: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify 

your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Hymn: 

O come, O come, Immanuel, 

and ransom captive Israel 

that mourns in lonely exile here 

until the Son of God appear. 

 

Refrain: 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel 

shall come to you, O Israel. 

 

O come, O Wisdom from on high, 

who ordered all things mightily; 

to us the path of knowledge show 

and teach us in its ways to go. 

 Refrain 

 

O come, O come, great Lord of might, 

who to your tribes on Sinai's height 

in ancient times did give the law 

in cloud and majesty and awe.  

Refrain 

 

 

 

O come, O Branch of Jesse's stem, 

unto your own and rescue them! 

From depths of hell your people save, 

and give them victory o'er the grave. 

Refrain 

 

O come, O Key of David, come 

and open wide our heavenly home. 

Make safe for us the heavenward road 

and bar the way to death's abode. 

Refrain 

 

O come, O Bright and Morning Star, 

and bring us comfort from afar! 

Dispel the shadows of the night 

and turn our darkness into light. 

Refrain 

 

O come, O King of nations, bind 

in one the hearts of all mankind. 

Bid all our sad divisions cease 

and be yourself our King of Peace. 

Refrain  



The Sermon by Bishop Philip, at the confirmation service. 
Read Matthew 11 and Revelation 28. 
The Bishop spoke to the congregation but mostly, of course, to the six 
believers there for their confirmation in the faith of Christ. From the readings 
he drew out three points: 
1. Come to me, Jesus says, be confirmed in the love of Jesus, and you can 

always come to him any time thereafter. 
2. Go for me, Jesus says; and goes on saying – ask God what he is calling me 

to do. 
3. I am with you always, says Jesus. 
And the Bishop prayed that we will always trust Jesus. 

Advent Sunday: Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of 
darkness and to put on the armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life, 
in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; that on the last day, 
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge the living and the 
dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who is alive and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours now and forever. Amen.  

Blessing to be declared over yourselves, St Andrews and The Good Shepherd, 
the communities around us and our whole nation. ‘The Lord bless you and 
keep you; the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; the Lord 
turn his face towards you and give you peace.’ (Numbers 6:24-26 NIV). 

At the Church of the Good Shepherd: 
• Tea and Chat and Bowls: December 17th and January 21st at 2pm in 

Church Hall & Church.  

• Coffee and Questions: January 28th at 10.30am in Church Hall. 

• Christmas Tea and Praise: December 21st at 3pm in Church. 

• The Community Cupboard, 2:45pm every Thursday in Church. 
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in one the hearts of all mankind. 

Bid all our sad divisions cease 

and be yourself our King of Peace. 

Refrain  



The Sermon by Bishop Philip, at the confirmation service. 
Read Matthew 11 and Revelation 28. 
The Bishop spoke to the congregation but mostly, of course, to the six 
believers there for their confirmation in the faith of Christ. From the readings 
he drew out three points: 
4. Come to me, Jesus says, be confirmed in the love of Jesus, and you can 

always come to him any time thereafter. 
5. Go for me, Jesus says; and goes on saying – ask God what he is calling me 

to do. 
6. I am with you always, says Jesus. 
And the Bishop prayed that we will always trust Jesus. 

Advent Sunday: Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of 
darkness and to put on the armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life, 
in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; that on the last 
day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge the living and 
the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who is alive and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead 
us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

Blessing to be declared over yourselves, St Andrews and The Good Shepherd, 
the communities around us and our whole nation. ‘The Lord bless you and 
keep you; the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; the 
Lord turn his face towards you and give you peace.’ (Numbers 6:24-26 NIV). 

At the Church of the Good Shepherd: 

• Tea and Chat and Bowls: December 17th and January 21st at 2pm in 
Church Hall & Church.  

• Coffee and Questions: January 28th at 10.30am in Church Hall. 
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• The Community Cupboard, 2:45pm every Thursday in Church. 
    
 


